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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Thomas Brown on 4/5/2006. 

Please amend the application as follows: 

Please cancel claims 2-9, 13-21 and 28. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 and 23-26 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
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Re claim 1 , the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest " An image pickup 
apparatus comprising: image pick up means capable of taking images of the same 
object at a plurality of different exposure amounts to generate image signals 
corresponding to a plurality of frames of different exposure amounts; means for 
generating wide dynamic range, synthesized image by synthesizing image signals 
corresponding to a plurality of frames of different exposure amounts obtained by the 
image pickup means; and a normal taking control means based on a normal taking 
mode for generating image pickup signals corresponding to one frame from said image 
pickup means, by one taking of image based on normal AE information; said image 
pickup apparatus further comprising: at least an automatic wide dynamic range taking 
control means among a forced wide dynamic range taking control means based on a 
forced wide dynamic range taking mode for forcing a generation of wide dynamic range, 
synthesized image, and the automatic wide dynamic range taking control means based 
on an automatic wide dynamic range taking mode for automatically controlling ON/OFF 
of generation processing of a wide dynamic range, synthesized image by determining 
based at least on an information set for the image taking among object information or 
information set for the image taking whether it is suitable for wide dynamic range image 
taking or not; and means for selectively setting one image taking mode out of the taking 
modes respectively corresponding to these control means, wherein said information 
set for the image taking is a taking mode setting information among a 
consecutive taking mode, sports taking mode, strobe taking mode, scenery 
taking mode, and macro-strobe taking mode, or shutter speed or zoom power". 
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Re claim 25, the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest "An image pickup 
apparatus comprising: image pick up means capable of taking images of the same 
object at a plurality of different exposure amounts to generate image signals 
corresponding to a plurality of frames of different exposure amounts; means for 
generating wide dynamic range, synthesized image by synthesizing image signals 
corresponding to a plurality of frames of different exposure amounts obtained by the 
image pickup means; said image pickup apparatus further comprising: an automatic 
wide dynamic range taking control means for automatically controlling ON/OFF of 
generation processing of a wide dynamic range, synthesized image by determining 
based on object information or information set for the image taking whether it is suitable 
for wide dynamic range image taking or not; a motion detecting section for detecting 
motion in the object to be taken, wherein said automatic wide dynamic range taking 
control means controls ON/OFF of the generation processing of a wide dynamic range, 
synthesized image based on an output of said motion detecting section; and an 
autofocus (AF) circuit, wherein said motion detecting section detects motion in 
the object based on AF signal from said AF circuit". 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Contacts 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kelly L. Jerabek whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7312. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 AM - 5:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number 
for submitting all Official communications is (703) 872-9306. The fax phone number for 
submitting informal communications such as drafts, proposed amendments, etc., may 
be faxed directly to the Examiner at (571) 273-7312. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



